ETHICS IN HISTORY
whose mind the eventuality of war, with its geaetation
of the revolutionary temper among the undernourished
masses, is clear. The anti-sedition legislation of recent
years points cleady to this understanding. It would
seem at the moment that the need of the Left both to
prepare itself for peaceful revolution and to maintain
the wilfulness adequate to possible barricades will not
be met. Peace in Europe will allow the development of
Communism in England to proceed along democratic
lines. War may reveal the English Left, in its present
shape, as incompetent to lead the masses, and a period
of oligarchic Fascism may well ensue.
In the light of these considerations, we may return
to the Soviet Union. What may we learn from Russia
and from the social and historical possibilities of our
age about our "ideals," in the vulgar sense of our
ethical values, goodness, beauty and so on? Does die
relativistic view put forward in this book exclude all
such absolute values whatsoever?
These questions should be faced by all who go to the
Soviet Union and by anybody who attempts to write a
book about it. All views save those of nihilism and of
impotent detachment from the passionate element in
historical development, contain a kernel of timeless
value. Certain conceptions of good conduct assume
the proportions of categorical imperatives in the minds
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